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Abstract 
There is a great amount of literature which states that promoting reading among students 
is of public interest. Nevertheless, there is scarce evidence on the differential influence 
that each type of readings can have on students’ progression. Because of that, in the 
present research work we study the association between the frequency children read five 
different types of text (comics, short stories, books, newspapers and magazines) and their 
performance on standardised reading and mathematics tests, using census and 
longitudinal data from the most populated region of Spain, i.e. Andalusia. We suggest 
that institutional campaigns should be aimed at promoting the reading of books. 
 
Keywords: books; short novels; comics; magazines; newspapers; reading skills. 
 
JEL Codes: I20, I21, I28, C10. 
 
Acknowledgements: The data used in this research has been provided by Agencia 
Andaluza de Evaluación Educativa, Consejería de Educación, Junta de Andalucía. This 
work has been partly supported by the Ministerio de Economía, Industria y 
Competitividad under Research Project ECO2017-88883-R, the Regional Government 
and FEDER funding from UMA18-FEDERJA024 and the postdoctoral contract from the 
Plan Propio signed by the Universidad de Málaga. 
                                                          
1 Corresponding author. Department of Social Science, UCL Institute of Education, University College 
London, 20 Bedford Way, WC1H 0AL, London. E-mail: j.jerrim@ucl.ac.uk. Tel.: +44 02076126977. 
ORCID: 0000-0001-5705-7954 
2 Departamento de Economía Aplicada (Estadística y Econometría). Facultad de Ciencias Económicas y 
Empresariales. Universidad de Málaga. Plaza de El Ejido s/n, 29013, Málaga (España). E-mail: 
lopezagudo@uma.es. Tel.: +34 952137003. ORCID: 0000-0002-0906-3206 
3 Departamento de Economía Aplicada (Estadística y Econometría). Facultad de Ciencias Económicas y 
Empresariales. Universidad de Málaga. Plaza de El Ejido s/n, 29013, Málaga (España). E-mail: 
odmarcenaro@uma.es. Tel.: +34 952137003. ORCID: 0000-0003-0939-5064 
